CHAPTER IV
INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
iiR GODFREY KNELLER was a dull portrait painter,
There is a family likeness In all his women, and he
tainted no very memorable portraits of men. But he
was Court Painter and was well thought of in his day*
He painted Evelyn in 1685, but judging by the
reproductions,, this portrait was not in any way
striking. Four years later he painted a second por-
trait which certainly has merit; It Is distinctive, well-
composed and shows character. Evelyn was sixty-
eight at the time, but except for his white locks he
seems upright and alert, and there is a shrewd,
discriminating brightness in his eyes, and the play of
a pleasant smile on his lips- His pronounced nose,
which he Inherited from his mother, Is a distinguish-
ing rather than a disfiguring feature. He Is holding a
copy of Sylva In a hand with long, slender > sensitive-
looking fingers which certainly must have been
faithfully copied. It was Pepys who had insisted on
this portrait being painted, because he said he was
collecting portraits of "The Boylcs, the Gales, and the
Newtons of our nation/5 to which Evelyn replied,
"What, In God's name, should a planter of colewort
do amongst such worthies?" The other portraits of
him by Nanteuil, Vanderborcht and Robert Walker
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